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In our first week we spent the time understand-
ing about geometry and the history of architecture, 
through lectures, workshops and walking tours around 
London. 

 

My experience of three week summer 
course



We also dedicated time to sklls like life drawing and
sketching 



we were shown how to make bread along side 
thatching with wheat

we were exposed to  numerous beautful examples 
on the estate that had been built by previous year 
craftsmen

we spent a say learning about pargetting a tech-
nique from suffolk. we designed our own pattern 
and used vaious hand tools to create the relief 

learning how to make the hairpin shaped scollops 
to pin the thatch in place

In our second week we went to Dum-
fries House, Ayrshire, 
where we focused on craftsmanship. 



and helped contribute to this beautiful green oak framed structure



In our final week, we were 
working on a design brief  based 
on the site in Dumfires House

This was good to have already become 
familiar with the site having previously 
been living there for the past week, pro-
viding insights that you usually dont gain 
when working to a usual brief. This was 
most beneficial when designing con-
sidering the environental conditions. 

I absolutely loved the Summer School and am so grateful to 
those that allowed me to partake in it. It has rekindled my pas-
sion for being hands-on and I would like to spend next summer 
woodworking and understanding how to detail with these
materials only breifly covered. It taught me about team 
work and about the amount skill required to master these 
crafts. It has reminded me that they are skills that serious-
ly need to be renewed in the construction industry today. 

As well as it giving me an insight to these important skills, it has 
opened many doors in regards to applying for jobs which will give 
me understanding to pursue these important topics covered into 
the future. The insights into historic conseration, has given me 
the confidence and opportunity to have been offered a place-
ment working with an architect concentrating in this feild of his-
toric conservation and natural building in a more modern context. 

I think that other students should be more exposed to this sort of 
work so I have spread the word throughout my year. Other stu-
dents have applied to the course for this year and there are posters 
for the course around the Bourdon building architecutre school. I 
think that doing a talk on emphasising the importance of restoring 
buildings; understanding historic conservation and new “natural 
building” - that is, buildings using the same spirit, material and 
anatomy as traditional craftsmanship but in forms fit for our times. 


