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I would always encourage students to relate environmental, social and ethical issues 
to their own work rather than try and change their work to meet whatever 
preconceptions they may have about what we want, or what is 'right', or as an add-
on. This is about making their experience deeper and embedding ideas that will see 
them make large-scale changes to their practice and future design careers.  
 
So I’m looking for a depth of thinking within their own practice, with issues identified, 
considered and possible solutions found. In the design of a new vacuum cleaner for 
example this depth might include thinking not only of the materials used, but also 
how these primary materials were sourced, transportation of any materials, workers’ 
rights, the life cycle of the resources, re-use potential of the resources and carbon 
cost of the cycle. Raising awareness of the issues and costs of what we consume. 
Or some of this.  
 
I look for links across the economic too to these points above, and seek out multiple 
good reasons for doing something or changing behaviour. Ask how it might apply to 
people's values or thinking, there's some links here (worth a read of these pages 
especially the values page). Other thinking like feminism and justice are connected 
too, students can bring in what is relevant.  
 
Students should address how they have arrived at this point. What is the issue, why 
is it important, how will their work influence new thinking, when and how might it 
happen, and is there application beyond their study time here to use the thinking to 
change something. Change happens typically by small numbers of committed people 
focusing on one particular issue, and we’re looking for ideas, innovation and 
disruption that can create change. Question everything – I think all of the above fits 
well with the GSA ethos.  
 

http://www.gsasustainability.org.uk/thinking

